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Again from READER'S DIGEST comes the 
story of the New Englander who,for weeks, 
had been ‘enjoying! Florida's famous wea- 
ther. Waking one morning to brightness, 
he glanced out the window and observed, 
"Qh--,another blank,sunshiny day!" 

In this story,we find the clue to our 
enjoyment of a garden. If plants,and trees, 
and shrubs,grew easily and all the year 
around,it is doubtful that we would be so 
concerned with them. But when one has 
endured weeks on end of snowy,cold weather; 
has depended on the florist for flowers 
to deck the home; then the advent of spring 
becomes a truly joyous event. In antici- 
pation we see the sheets of color that the 
early garden can produce, broken here and 
there with clumps of taller plants, and 
then the more gradual advent of Columbine 
and Delphinium, of Lilies and Phlox. 

The GOSSIP comes to bid you be of good 
cheer. Spring has always come. You've 
been buried in snowdrifts,or sheeted in 
ice. But now,or almost at once,all this 
will change. The flowers will bloom 
again for you,---or will they? They will 
for us,and they should for you. If they 
do not,there's an easy way to correct 


the lack! 
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Some years ago,a customer wrote us that he had a plant 
which he thought was a tall yellow Phlox. We purchased a 
clump,as is our habit with any new thing of which we hear.It 
was apparent immediately that the plant was not a true Phlox 
for its root system was very different.As it grew and flowered 
we puzzled over it,and from what we know,we believe it to be 
a Steironema. This is a group of American native plants,re- 
lated to the Loosestrifes,and belonging to the Primrose family. 
This we have is probably a selected form,picked up from the 
wild by some observant gardener. 


The plant grows readily for us,on a dry sandy soil,and 
should thrive anywhere except in too heavy wet ground. Its 
stems are pencil size or larger at the ground,growing from a 
scaly root-stalk,which may run a foot or so from the old 
stem base. It has not been weedy with us,tho it does spread 
but it will make a strong clump,and cutting of the outer 
roots keeps it in bounds,for it does not sucker wildly. The 
stems are sturdy,and grow to four feet under our conditions, 
light green in color,and with lanceolate leaves of a soft 
green tone. 


Flowering begins in late mid-summer,and continues over a 
long period. All-the blooms are borne in a large head, equal 
in size to that of any Phlox we know.The individual flowers 
are nearly an inch across,of a good bright yellow color,yet 
not harsh and glaring. It is an ideal plant for the back of 
the border,standing erect under both wind and rain.Its soft 
foliage color and its shade of yellow blend well with other 
bright late summer flowering plants,so that it is a good foil 
to set them off. No,it's not a Phlox. But for want of a 
better name,we are calling it that. 

FRG RHHHEE 


THE YELLOW PHLOX,-strong layers,at 50¢ each. 
SEE HERE RHE HEHE HHHBH HSI RHE HH BARGE HEHHHBABHBE RHEE 


SEED OF PINK HYBRID REGAL LILY. 
We are still able to supply this seed,which is offered in 
the January issue of the GOSSIP.Another copy of that issue 


will gladly be sent you on request. 10 seeds for $1.00,postpaid. 
FOR HEHEHIE 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


With the exception of a few items to be found in the Jan- 
uary Gossip,and Poppies,Iris,Peonies,and Lilies which are lar- 
gly planted in summer and fall,this Gossip contains a list of 
all the plants we have. Delivery can usually be made from 


April first,on,seldom earlier,and occasionally not 'til later. 


HORAK IRIE 


UNLESS A PRICE IS SPECIFICALLY STATED,ALL THESE PLANTS ARB-- 


50¢ each; 3 for $1.35; 5 for $2.00; 10 for $3.50; POSTPAID. 
QUANTITY PRICES ARE FOR PLANTS EXACTLY ALIKE. 


KERIO 


ACONITUM napellus bicolor.Blue and white,summer flowering 
Monkshood.Likes partial shade. 50¢ each,any quantity. 
A.--Spark's Variety.Widely branched heads;dark purple.Summer. 


ADONIS amurensis fl.pl. Double Adonis.Rare,early spring flg. 
plant;finely cut foliage,double yellow flowers. $1.00 each. 

A.pyrenaica. Single fld.Adonis.fAttractive large yellow blooms 
in May. $1.00 each. 


ALCHEMTLLA vulgaris.Lady's Mantle. Charming plant for foliage 
effect.Soft yellow green leaves. Grows 12" tall. 


ANEMONE lesseri. Much like A.sylvestris,but bright pink.$1.00 

A.pulsatilla alba.White Pasqueflower.Beautiful white cups with 
yellow hearts.Grows a foot high,in early spring. 

A.pulsatilla carpatica.Rich purple form,taller and larger than 
the common Pasqueflower. 50¢ each. 

A.ranunculoides. Yellow Wood Anemone,or Windflower. Grows but 
a few inches high,but makes a mat and is covered with bright 
yellow flowers in early spring.For shade. 35¢ each; 3 for $1. 

A.sylvestris.Snowdrop Anemone.Large,fragrant,white flowers on 
eighteen inch stems,in June. 


ANTHEMIS tinctoria,Moonlight. Soft yellow flowered daisy,in 
bloom all summer.Permanent and attractive in foliage. 


ANTHERICUM liliago.St.Bernard's Lily.3! tall,white flower spikes. 

AQGUILEGIA caerulea.Long-spurred, blue and white Columbine. 

A.Scott Elliott Hybrids. The finest mixed long-spurred Columbines. 

A.vulgaris.Sturdy plants.Intense deep blue flowers. 

ARABIS. See the January Gossip. 

ARCTOSTAPHYLOS uva-ursi. Bearberry. Small woody vine,for cov- 
ering banks of poor soil in sun or partial shade.Bright red 
berries; evergreen foliage. Very attractive. 

ARENARIA grandiflora. Sandwort. Prostrate,fine leaved plant 
to 8" high,with large white flowers in spring. 

A.verna aurea.Close compact mound of finest foliage,distinctly 
yellow.Tiny white flowers star it,in May. 

ARMERIA, See the January Gossip. 


ARTEMISIa lactiflora. Hawthorn-scented Mugwort. Grows 5-6! tall. 
Fragrant spikes of white flowers in fall. 


ASARUM europeum. European Wild Ginger.Round glossy foliage. 
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PLANT DESCRIPTIONS. 


Articles and Plant Notes by C.W.Wood 
have been appearing in gardening magazines 
for many years,and they have undoubtedly 
been enjoyed by countless readers.Cer- 
tainly we have done so,and we always 
read anything over his name,that we may 
come across.One of these regular articles 
of his,few of you will ever see,for it 
appears in the American Nurseryman,one 
of the 'trade' papers which comes toour 
desk each month. 


We enjoy his "Plant Notes Here and 
There" for two reasons.First of all,he 
has much leeway and plenty of space.He 
is thus able to describe whatever plant,- 
and we mean herbaceous material,-he may 
happen to choose,and at as great length 
as he wishes.Thus he can be both tech- 
nical and down-to-earth in the same par- 
agraph.Many times,we have felt that we 
both studied under the same teacher! 


But also we enjoy his articles be- 
cause he is doing exactly what we try to 
do in the Gossip,-i.e. to sell plants 
by words,rather than by color,- and that 
he is selling an even tougher group than 
those we attempt to influence,for the 
average nurseryman is notoriously conser- 
vative when it comes to adding uncommon 
plants to his list.We must compliment 
Mr.Wood on his tenacity,for he has been 
digging away for years at the many firms 
who think Iris and Peonies are about all 
the perennial plants there are,and that 
Houseleeks are related to onions.Not a 
few of the plants he has described,we 
have never seen either. 


All the same,Mr.Wood is one up on us. 
If he chooses to describe Armeria argyro- 
cephala,which we have never seen,and which 
he rather 'damns by faint praise',we can 
assume that he will in due time receive 
a check from the publisher.While we have 
written many words over the years about 
plants of unquestioned beauty and garden 
value,urging that our readers give them 
a trial,only to be disappointed at the 
response. 


We doubt that even so able a commen- 
tator as Mr.Wood could so ably describe 
a little known plant that his readers 
would all be moved to hasten out to buy 
one. We admit that it is difficult to 
know just what the purchaser of plants 
is apt to be interested in,or how to 
phrase a description so that some picture 
of the plant will be placed in the mind's 
eye of the reader.But at times we wonder 
where we fail,for certainly we are not 
getting a full return for our efforts. 
Can you,and will you,tell us? 


Unless a price is specifically stated, all these plants are 50c each; 3 for $1.35; 5 for $2.00; 
10 for $3.50, postpaid. Quantity prices are for plants exactly alike. 
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PLANT USE, BASED ON HEIGHT. 


In planning a Perennial Border or a 
Hardy Garden,or just in locating a few 
plants about the grounds to give a bit of 
color,there are a number of factors to 
consider,of which a very important one is 
the ultimate height.It is a rather ob- 
vious fact,but even we have miscalculated 
at times,and found that a particularly 
beautiful specimen was entirely hidden by 
the rank growth carelessly near it.One 
may be misled by descriptions,and too 
it sometimes happens that growth is 
not as strong as was expected,-or even 
sometimes it is stronger. 


Of course such plants as Boltonia and 
Physostegia;Artemisia lactiflora; the 
taller Fall Asters;Heleniums,-all these 
belong at the very background.They grow 
quite tall,flower late,and thru the summer 
months make quite a mass of foliage long 
before any bloom appears.On the other 
hand,such tall plants as Delphinium and 
Hollyhock;Cassia marylandica;and Lavatera 
cachemiriana may be planted nearer the 
center for they flower thru the summer 
months and may be cut down after blooming 
to permit the taller late plants behind 
them to be seen. 


On the other hand there are many plants, 


of which we can mention Peonies and Platy- 
codon,with Hemerocallis and Gypsophila, 
which must have a more or less permanent 
spot,either because their foliage cannot 
safely be removed after flowering,or be- 
cause they flower over so long a period 
in midsummer as to overlap two flowering 
seasons.Japanese Iris and Siberian too, 
might be included here,altho we have not 
seen too much ill-effect from shortening 
the leafy growth of these plants.Poppies 
have a special problem,as all know, but 
their habit of disappearing after flower- 
ing may be overcome by combining them 
with the Gypsophila,which will fill their 
space,once they have gone.The Mallow, 
M.moschata can also be used,as can Platy- 
codon.And with care,Phlox may be planted 
before them,to obscure,if not to fill the 
empty spot. 


Another arrangement,in which height 
figures,is a means of controlling such 
rampant things as Echinops ritro, the 
Globe Thistle,or Tradescantia,to mention 
but a few.We have planted these at the 
proper location in the border,depending 
on flowering season,and then surrounded 
them with Iris sibirica,or Astilbes,set 
closely together.Such heavily rooted 
plants as these can keep the rampant 
growers in check,and are not apt to be 
badly affected by the strong growth they 
are controlling.It is a fine arrangement, 
and one that might be studied further. 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


ASCLEPIAS quadrifida.Tiny native Milkweed,found on stony soil, 
growing about a foot high.Round heads of pinky-white fls. 
about two inches across.Not weedy,and quite rare. 50¢ each. 

A.tuberosa Butterfly Weed. Attractive bright orange flowers. 


ASTER alpinus.Fls.in late spring.Large purple daisies on 10" 
stems.Prostrate plant.Very attractive and different. 
A.frikarti SEE THE JANUARY GOSSIP. 
A.n.a.Dwarf. The dwarf New England Aster is identical in 
color with the tall form,but grows only a foot or so,high. 
A.-Francis Childers.Deep purple New England Aster. 
A.-Mrs.Fitzpatrick. Deep violet purple,tall and late. 
A.-Mrs.F.W.Raynor.Intense violet purple,approaching red. 
A.-Ryecroft Pink.Bright rose.Latest of all;tall and strong. 
A.-Ryecroft Purple.To 6!.Rich purple,slightly double.Late. 
A.n.b. Blue Lagoon. SEE THE JANUARY GOSSIP. 
A.subcaeruleus,Wartburg Star.A taller and larger Alpine Aster. 


ASTILBE chinensis.2' tall,narrow white spikes of tiny flowers. 
A.-pumila.Dwarf;dense rosy mauve spikes in late summer. 
A.-davidii.To 6'.Two foot long,narrow spikes of rose pink fls. 
A.hyb.Avalanche.Snow white flowers on 30" stems.50¢ each. 
A.-Gertrude Brix.Bright pink sort,with silvery cast.50¢ each. 
A.-Fanal.Dense bright red spikes to 2! tall. 50¢ each. 
4.-Gloria. Feathery plumes of bright pink. 50¢ each. 
A.-Marg.von Rechteren.4!'tall stems,lilac pink spikes.50¢ each. 
A.-Rose Perle.Very pale pink,delicate and attractive. 50¢ each. 


BERGENIA ligulata rosea. Large bright red leaves in a tuft,12" 
tall. Rosy pink flowers on a foot high spike in spring. 
B.-Distinction. An especially fine form,with sturdy spikes. 


BOLTONIA laureana.Tall,fall-flowering,soft blue daisy. 
B.-Snowbank.A plant is a 4' pyramid of white,in fall. 


CAMASSIA quamash.Camass. Fine bulbous spring flowering plant 
excellent in moist soils.Spikes of blue flowers,in May. 


CAMPANULA carpatica.Carpathian Harebell.Immense blue cups on 
a low spreading plant,nearly all summer. 

C.-alba. White form of the preceding. 

C.persicifolia.Peachbells.3! tall spikes of dark blue flowers. 

C.-alba. White form of the Peachbélls. 


CASSIA marilandica.Tall strong stems,yellow green foliage.Fls. 
bright yellow from leaf axils.Showy,fine for massing. 


CENTAUREA montana.Perennial Bachelors-button.Dark blue. 
C.dealbata. A bright pink perennial Bachelors-button. 


CHELONE lyoni.Pink Turtlehead.To 3!.Pink fl.heads in late summer. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM Lleu.White Swan.Fine double white Field Daisy. 

C.maximum Dieners Hybrids. Shasta Daisies.A fine mixed strain. 

C.-Mt.Shasta.Quite the finest double Shasta Daisy.Large,and 
perfectly double.Hardy and permanent. 

C.rubellum Clara Curtis.Fine single pink daisy for late summer. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS. SEE THE JANUARY GOSSIP. 


CIMICIFUGA racemosa.Black Cohosh.Tall striking: plant,to 6!,and 
always good foliage.The flowers a white spike in summer. 
C.simplex.Similar,but grows to 3' and flowers in autumn.$1.00 


CLEMATIS grata,Cote d'Azgur.Erect clump to 4!,with dark blue 
fls.in profusion along the stem in late summer.$1.00 each. 
C.recta foliis purpureis.Grows to about 5! in a large mound.The 

early growth is a brilliant purple.Fragrant white flowers in 


summer.Fine specimen for edge of shrubs,or about a stump.$1.00 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


CONVALLARIA majalis.Lily of the Valley.Strong pips,10 for $1.50 
C.- Fortins Giant.This is the largest flowered strain grown.It 
does not force,and grows slowly.Immense bells.Strong pips, 25¢. 


COREOPSIS-Blue Grass Daisy.This is a miniature Coreopsis,so nearly 
as we can determine.Grows 8" tall,and spreads to a foot wide. 
C.lanc.Mayfield Giant.Large bright yellow daisies. 


DELPHINIUM Pacific Hybrids.These are the Round Table Series, the 
very finest strain of Hybrid Larkspurs.Individual blooms of 
immense size,in every shade of blue,and including white. 


DIANTHUS petraeus.Very compact tufted pink,with tiny bright 

pink flowers in profusion over a 3" high tuft of grey leaves. 
D.plumarius.Spice Pinks.We offer the Highland Queen strain, 

notable for brightly colored blooms.Very fragrant. 
D.winteri,Meg Gardner.A very fine form of the Spice Pink.This 

is a tall erect plant,having white flowers with a crimson eye. 
D.-Mrs.Back.Similar in color,but less erect. 

D.-Mrs Wormald.Bright pink,with a bright crimson center. 
D.hyb.Harris Hardy Carnation.These are very fine,much resembling 
the greenhouse Carnation,tho smaller.Wide range of colors. 

FOR OTHER DIANTHUS SEE THE JANUARY GOSSIP. 


DICENTRA formosa.Plumy Bleedingheart.Bright pink flowers on 
short stems above foot high,filmy foliage. 

D.-Sweetheart.The white form of the preceding.Very choice. 

D.spectabilis. Bleedingheart.Almost too well known to need 
description.Strong 3 to 5 bud clumps 

D.-Alba.True White Bleedingheart. $1.00 each. 


DICTAMNUS albs rubra. Red Gasplant,or Fraxinella. 


DORONICUM caucasicum.Large single yellow daisies on 2! high 
stems,in early spring. 

D.clusii.Different,compact plant,with bright yellow flowers 
in large flat heads,in June. 


DRABA bertolonii. Tight tufts of bright green,starred yellow 
in spring.For rockery,or for edging. 


DRYAS sundermanni.fine prostrate shrubby plant for the rockery 
with yellow buds and white flowers,like little roses.The 
seeds in a feathery head. Good clumps,50¢ each. 


ERYNGIUM amethystinum. Erect plants,to 3!.The flower heads 
are attractive,dark or silvery blue,and oddly bracted. 


EKUPHORBIA myrsinites.Trailing blue green fleshy stems and fol- 
iage,the flowers yellow in umbels,during May and June. 

B.polychroma.A very attractive spring flowering plant,of erect 
growth,to a foot of height,with yellow flowers in May.Makes 
a fine clump of foliage all summer. 


FILIPENDULA hexapetala.To 3',with fern-like foliage.The fls.a 
large terminal head,white,very attractive. 
F.-fl.pl. Double form,of low growth,and foamy flower heads.$1l. 


FRAGARIA vesca alba.White fruited Alpine Strawberry.Delicious. 
F.-Runnerless Strawberry.Makes a clump,but no runners.Fine fruit. 


GAILLARDIA aristata.Mixed strain of Gaillardia in many colors. 


GEUMS. See the January Gossip for many sorts. 
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Plant use, based on height,-con. 


With another group of plants,the prob- 
lems posed by height of growth are much 
less troublesome.This group would include 
Aquilegias;Pyrethrums;Anthemis and Shasta 
Daisies;Campanula persicifolia;Doronicums, 
Lupins and Trollius;some Veronicas, and 
perhaps Geums,tho these last like plenty 
of sun. The point is that this group will 
flower at considerable height,but their 
leafy growth can be cut away immediately 
they are thru flowering,after which they 
will have some new growth,of itself small 
and not harmed by the crowding of stronger 
plants.Coreopsis and Gaillardia however 
want full sun,and if covered by other 
growth, they will rot away in damp weather, 
a fault also of Iris,which needs to have 
its rhizomes exposed to air and sun to be 
happy,altho its foliage may be cut back 
after flowering to provide a more trim 
result.Of course the height of flower 
stem is a factor to be considered in lo- 
cating any of these.But that is a matter 
of arrangement for color effect,and sea- 
sonal,and has nothing to do with placement 
for best growth,which is the point we are 
trying to make.One may put Long-spurred 
Columbines at the very back of the border, 
with Peonies and Phlox in front,with the 
certainty that during the flowering period 
they will be seen,and that they can then 
be cut down,and no harm done. 


It is the plants of lowest growth which 
may give the most trouble.There are 
three classes of these.One,and almost surely 
the tallest at flowering period,would be 
best exemplified by Dianthus of the plum- 
arius type,growing even two feet high at 
best but with foliage only six inches high. 
A number of attractive Veronicas belong in 
this group,and so do the Heucheras.The 
next descending class would include Arabis 
and Iberis;Phlox divaricata;Violas;and 
Dicentra formosa.The true Bleedingheart 
doesn't belong here,but rather more in 
the preceding paragraph.Most of the plants 
in this class grow to a good foot of height 
when in bloom.Their foliage growth is lower 
and usually it is soft,so that it cannot 
safely be covered by other growth..And in 
the last class we place Armerias;Moss Pinks; 
Helianthemums;truly Dwarf Iris;Ranunculus 
montanus;Primroses of the polyanthus type, 
and Viola odorata,to name but a few.None 
of these are really tall,even when in 
flower,and several of them must have full 
sun at all times.These three groups are 
all most commonly used as edging plants, 
for the front of the mixed border,or as 
a single row in edging the formal garden 
bed.Much care must be used in placing 
them to avoid unsightly openings after 
flowering is thru.And if they are to be 
used for formal edgings,it is wise not 
to mix them,but to put in a goodly number 
of one kind,before changing. 


Unless a price is specifically stated, all these plants are 5Oc each; 3 for $1.35; 5 for $2.00; 
10 for $3.50, postpaid. Quantity prices are for plants exactly alike. 
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Plant use, based on height,-con. 


Besides planning many borders and gar- 
dens ourselves,thru the years we have had 
occasion to follow the plans of several 
leading Landscape Architects,which invol- 
ved elaborate perennial plantings,and we 
have come to feel that the real test of 
a designers ability comes in the use they 
make of the plants in these last three 
classes,-all of them low.As an example, 
we had a planting recently,on which we 
were asked to advise.The edging had been 
Polyanthus.The soil was a wet clay loam 
quite fertile.Back of the Primroses,had 
been put among other things, the Hostas, 
which start rather slowly in spring, but 
which were in heavy foliage in July.The 
Primroses flowered beautifully,and early, 
then there was a lull.The condition was 
described to us by phone,and without know- 
ing all the facts,we suggest that Pansies 
be put in back of the Polyanthus,not to 
be permanent, but to give color until the 
Hostas had become fully grown.The next 
season,many Primroses failed to appear, 
but Pansies were planted early,and grew 
well,save that in midsummer they became 
unsightly.The edging of Primrose foliage 
had entirely disappeared.Personal examin- 
ation disclosed an epidemic of slugs,which 
was favored by the protection of the Hosta 
foliage,and the wet soil.In such a place, 
if the edging was to be Primroses,the next 
row might -better have been Phiox divaricata 
or Ranunculus montanus,either of which 
would have grown well.Then the Hostas,or 
similar heavier growth. 


A very favored use of many of these 
low plants,is as a cover for bulbs.The 
Daffodil and Tulip will grow up thru Arabis 
or thymes.So too will many less well known 
things,like Corydalis bulbosa,the smaller 
Lilies--tenuifolium and concolor among 
others.Mertensia is delightful just back 
of a front row of Veronica incana,or under 
Dianthus plumarius.And if you have a very 
even,formal edging of the compact Pinks 
like Rose Cushion,or Armeria laucheana, 
try planting Crocus fairly evenly between 
and just back of them.The foliage ripens 
too early to be objectionable,and is never 
heavy. 


Violas and Arabis and similar plants 
will give the best results in groups,of 
irregular outline,surrounded by somewhat 
larger or taller things,flowering at a 
different season.Too small a group of such 
things will neither make a worthwhile dis- 
play,nor will they be strong enough to 
withstand encroachment from surrounding 
plants.The taller Dianthus may well be 
used in groups too,but further back in the 
border,and they make a perfect cover for 
Regal and other Lilies,provided of course 
you won't forget they're there,and break 
the tips of the Lilies,when weeding the 
Pinks. : 


’ All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


GEUM Fire Opal. Attractive bright orange sort.Double. 50¢ each. 
G.-Golden West. Bright yellow sort,not orange. 50¢ each. 


G.-Red Wings. This is red,not orange,and is outstanding.60¢ each. 


GYPSOPHILA Bristol Fairy. We grow this double Baby's Breath on 


its own roots,which we think makes it more permanent.60¢ Bach. 


G.-Rosy Veil.Grows about 2! high.Dbl.pink flowers in profusion. 
HELIANTHEMUMS. SEE THE JANUARY GOSSIP. 


HELENIUM autumnale superbum.Grows to 5! tall,with many bright 
yellow flowers in a large branching head in late summer. 
H.-Riverton Gem. Similar,but rich bronzy red. 


HEMEROCALLIS,or Daylilies. This group of plants may be moved 
at almost any convenient time. From our extensive list,we 
offer the following at 50¢ each. 


AJAX : GOLDEN DREAM MODESTY 

ANNA BETSCHER GOLDEN EMPRESS MRS.A.H. AUSTIN 
BAGDAD GOLDENI MRS.W.H.WYMAN 
BAY STATE GRACILIS | POLLYANNA 
BOUTONNIERE HALO RADIANT 
CRESSIDA HARVEST MOON RAJ AH 
D.D.WYMAN AIPPEASTRUM SERENADE 

E.A. BOWLES J.ReMANN SITEBOLDI 

BARLI ANA LOVETT'S LEMON SOVEREIGN 
FULVA MACULATA MANDARIN STALWART 

GAITY MARCUS THUNBERGI 

GEM ~ MARGARET PERRY TUPPER HILL 
GEORGE YELD MARY FLORENCE VESTA 

GOLCONDA MIDDENDORFI VISCOUNTESS BYNG 
GOLD DUST MIKADO WINSOME 


H.-Hyperion. The finest soft yellow Daylily.July.$1.00 each. 
HEUCHERA Cascade.Tall stems of pale pink bells.Fine foliage. 
H.-Flambeau.Bright red flowers,all summer.Tall stems. 
H.-Garnet. Lighter red flowers and shorter stems. 

HIBISCUS moscheutos.Mallow.Large pink fls.in late summer.5!. 


HOSTA caerulea.Large,deep green leaves,and lavender blue fls. 
H.undulata variegata. Attractively variegated foliage. 


IRIS. A complete list of our Bearded Iris in the next Gossip. 


Our collection of Crested(Japanese) Iris is extensive,and 
we offer the following at regular prices. 


ASTARTE KA KHAN PAINTED LADY 
BETTY F.HOLMES LA FAVORITE PYRAMID 
CLARICE CHILDS MAHOGANY ROSE ANNA 


FRANCES CLEVELAND MARGARET HENDRICKSON  SADARABAD 
ISO-NO-NAMI MARJORIE PARRY SUBOTAI 
JOHN FRANCIS MRS.J.ALEX HAYDEN UCHIU 


I.cristata.A fine soft blue form of this early dwarf Iris. 


We also have a fine collection of the best Siberian Iris. 
SNOW QUEEN 


ACUTA FLORRIE RIDLER 2 L 
BLUE RIDGE LADY GODIVA 5 UMMER SKY 
CAESAR'S BROTHER PEGGY PERRY SUNNYBROOK 
EMPEROR PERRY!S BLUE saat CUP 


Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


LAVANDULA vera.Munsted Lavender.Fine compact type.Fragrant foliage 
LAVATERA cachemiriana.Perennial Hollyhock,with soft pink fls. 


LIATRIS pychnostachya.Gayfeather.Our own darkest colored strain 
L.scariosa.Button Snakeroot.Each flowerhead a rich purple button. 
L.-alba.White flowered form of the preceding. 


LINUM perenne. Blue Flax.Plant grows 2! high,in open vase shape. 
The soft blue flowers open only in the morning.Showy. 


LOBELIA cardinalis. Cardinal Flower. Attractive 2-3! spike of 
bright red flowers in late summer.Thrives in ordinary soil. 
L.siphilitica.Great Blue Lobelia.Varying shades of dark blue.2! 


LOTUS corniculatus fl.pl. Double flowered form of the Birdsfoot 
Trefoil.A creeping prostrate plant to carpet poor soil in 
full swm.Bright reddish yellow pea-like flowers. 


LUPINUS polyphyllus. Tall blue perennial Lupin. 

L.-roseus.A delicate rose-pink Lupin. 

L.-Russell Hybrids. The finest strain of mixed colors.One has 
to see the remarkable range of colors and bicolors, to 
believe them possible. 


LYCORIS squamigera.Hardy Amaryllis.Leaves in spring,followed 
by rose-lilac flowers on a 2' spike,apparently from the 
bare soil,in July and August.Skade or sun. $1.00 each. 


LYCHNIS coronaria.Wine-crimson flowers,on 2' gray woolly stems. 
L.viscaria fl.pl. Bright rosy purple blooms in profusion.18",. 


LILIUM. For Lilies,see January Gossip. A full list,in the fall. 


MONARDA didyma Cambridge Scarlet.Bright red Bee Balm.To 3! tall. 
M.-Salmon Queen. A salmon pink form. 
M.fistulosa.Soft lavender flowers.Fragrant foliage 


NEPETA mussini.Catmint.Blue flowers over soft gray foliage. 


OENOTHERA -Illumination.A fine Sundrop,with bright yellow fls. 
on 18" stems.This makes a clump,and is not weedy. 


PAPAVER. Full list of Poppies in the next Gossip. 


PENSTEMON torreyi.Tall stems,carrying many pendant bright 
scarlet tubular flowers.Cuts nicely,for use in mixed bouquets. 

P.-Pink Beauty.Similar, but with fine pink flowers. 

P.-Pink Sprite. See the January Gossip,please. 


PEONIES. A complete list in the fall Gossip. 


PHLOX divaricata canadensis. 18" high in May and June,with soft 
violet or lavender flowers.Fragrant.Sun or partial shade. 

P.-Snowflakes. Please see the January Gossip. 

P.stolonifera.Has strawberry like runners.Rosy purple fls.1l'. 

P.suffruticosa,Miss Lingard. Tall,early,white Phlox. Very fine. 

P.subulata. Moss Pinks.We have a fine collection,as follows. 


BRILLIANT 
ROSEA 


ALBA 
BLUE HILL 


PERDUE'S PURITY 
VIVID 


PANICLED PHLOX. We have a fine lot of Garden Phlox,as follows. 


AFRICA FRAU A. BUCHNER MRS. SCHOLTEN 

A.L. SCHLAGETER GENERAL PETAIN NEW BIRD 

BANTAM GEORGE STIPP PROGRESS 
JULES SANDEAU 

eeenen oe SALMON GLOW 


CAROLINE VANDENBURG LILLIAN 


DAILY SKETCH MARY LOUISE YON HOS KeURG 
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Plant use, based on height,con. 


Some plants in the lowest growth class 
are difficult to place at best,and ina 
mixed border,almost impossible to use 
satisfactorily.The fragrant Violets are 
like that, because of their habit of 
making long rumners,and rapidly getting 
out of bounds.There are types which do 
not have these runners,and such make a 
beautiful soft mass for an edging.And 
the Helianthemums, together with Dryas 
and similar semi-woody things need full 
sun,and no crowding to be at their best. 
But if one wishes to do so,they may be 
used at the front of the mixed border, by 
alloting a good sized area to them,and 
surrounding them with plants of erect 
moderate growth,as for instance,Sedum 
spectabile,or Oenothera Illumination.In 
this way,one may also use plants grown 
solely for foliage,like the European 
Wild Ginger, Asarum europeums3the Saxifrages, 
and the Sedums,or other low flowering 
plants,which creep,like the Lotus, the 
Thymes,or the Potentillas, 


While we are most likely to consider 
the use of plants in large-grouped,mixed 
borders,or beds, there are many other 
chances to use perennials about the 
average home grounds.If one has a coal 
window which is unsightly if exposed,yet 
cannot be blocked in fall and winter,it 
may often be planted out with a mass of 
foliage growth of sufficient height to 
obscure it,yet of sturdy enough consti- 
tution to withstand some rough treatment. 
Peonies may answer this description, and 
Iris also,if in the sun.Physostegia in 
several varieties grows to different 
heights.Cassia marilandica will fill a 
narrow awkward corner,where a spreading 
shrub would not, because of its erect 
growth. 


Grassy growth is not considered a help 
when permitted close to the trunk of a 
fruit tree,or about shrubs,and it may be 
argued that the use of low plants to fill 
the area that is kept clear of grass,is to 
defeat the purpose of the cleared strip. 
But lawn grasses are deep rooted,and must 
be mown,which increases the chance of bark 
injury from mower wheels.The Violets do 
not root so deeply,and do not grow too 
high.Edge out your trees and shrubs,so that 
the mower wheel will be a foot or more 
from the tender bark,and then fill that 
area with Violets,or Primroses,or similar 
flowering low plants. 


And last of all,we suggest the use of 
Hibiscus,of Cimicifuga,of Rudbeckia-The 
King,and of the Fall Asters,in selected 
spots in the front of shrubs.Almost no 
woody plant blossoms in late summer,and 
these herbaceous ones will give a very 
welcome bit of color during the summer 
and fall. 


Unless a price is specifically stated, all these plants are 50c each; 3 for $1.35; 5 for $2.00; 
10 for $3.50, postpaid. Quantity prices are for plants exactly alike. 
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THE MYSTERIES OF GARDENING. 


At a recent meeting of a Nurserymen's 
group,one speaker was a propagator for a 
large Botanical Garden.In commenting on 
his talk,the reporter was very apparently 
impressed by the interest shown by most 
of the members present,and particularly 
the younger men,who crowded around the 
authority after his talk,to see more closely 
the work he had demonstrated,-grafts,and 
the like,and to ask questions. 


Apparently the point was that most of 
these men,who were Nurserymen in name at 
least,had very little knowledge of some 
of the practices of Horticulture,which 
in no more than a generation past,would 
have been the common knowledge of anyone 
who so called himself.Today,to a very 
large extent,the art of propagating and 
growing plants is practiced in large whole- 
sale nurseries,while the products of that 
skill are marketed by business-men who,in 
the view of an 'old hand!,have no right 
to that title which they claim. 


Impressed by this fact,and musing on it, 
we allowed our thoughts to dwell on the 
gardeners we have known.A generation ago, 
many a city dweller,or suburban home-owner 
had a farm background,and more than one 
of the tricks we learned during the years 
came from customers of this class,-men and 
women too,who had gardened for years,and 
were masters of the art,even tho not pro- 
fessionals in its practice.It certeinly 
seems to us that they are no more,and that 
we spend far more time answering questions 
than we do in interesting and learned dis- 
esurse as was once the case. 


If this is really true,then gardening 
is in a bad way.We need to have persons 
come to our establishments who know what 
they want,and why.It keeps us on our toes, 
and in a very real sense,it keeps us in- 
terested in our work.True,if one is ill, 
it is wise to call a physician.But garden- 
ing isn't an illness,it is rather a Way 
of Life,and it should be of absorbing in- 
terest and constant study be devoted to it, 
if one is to get the fullest benefit from 
it. It isn't essential that everyone know 
the difference between a splice graft,and 
a saddle graft.After all,that is to a large 
extent,the forte of the skilled workman. 
But the gardener should know soils,and 
fertilizers,and be able to consider them 
with an open mind.He should have a working 
acquaintance with botanical phraseology. 
And there are many other mysteries,which 
need not be so,if one is truly interested. 


_ in no other hobby are there so many 
fascinatingmysteries to provide an interest 
all ones days,yet requiring for their 
solving but an active mind,and the willing- 
ness to soil ones hands. 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


PHYSOSTEGIA virg.Rosy Spire.33! tall.Deep rosy pink fls.Sept. 
P.-Summer Glow.4!,with 18" spikes of rosy crimson fls.August. 
P.-Vivid.Attractive smaller form,20" tall.Rosy pink.September. 


PLATYCODON mariesii.Blue Chinese Balloon Flower.Fine plant, 
making a permanent clump,with many 18" stems tipped with 
2" wide flowers in midsummer,when blue is scarce.Not weedy. 
P.-alba. White form of the preceding.Equally good. 


POLYGONUM reynoutria.Fine ground cover for full sun.15" high. 


POLYGONATUM -.Siberian Solomon's Seal. This fine form came to 
us under this name,several years ago.It stands about 3! tall, 
the arching stems carrying many pendant bells,greenish-white 
Fine in partial shade,rich damp soil, but will grow anywhere. 


POTENTILLA tommasiniana.Matted gray foliage,low and small.Bright 
yellow flowers in May.For carpeting hot dry soil. 

P.tonguei.Bronzy green foliage, trailing stems.Yellow flowers 
with a bright red eye,in August. 


PRIMULA auricula,Mrs.James Douglass. Rich purple,fragrant fls. 

P.juliae.Similar to Polyanthus, these are better in that they 
withstand summer's heat.We have the following sorts. 

CRISPII.Bright burgundy red flowers in earliest spring. 

HELEN MULLER.Purple blue flowers in good sized clusters.60¢ 

ICOMB VARIETY. Rich rose flowers. 

KINLOUGH BEAUTY.Salmon rose.A fine sort,and scarce.60¢ each. 

MRS.KING. Rich mauve-pink. 

MRS.MCGILLIVRAY.Large,old-rose blossoms. 

PAM. Maroon-red.Low and compact plant. 

PRIMROSE LODGE.Bright wine-red.Of strong growth,and flowers well. 

SCHNEEKISSEN. Almost pure white.Unusual and charming. 

WANDA.Large deep violet flowers. 

P.polyanthus.Hurst's Monarch Strain of mixed colors. 


PULMONARIA angustifolia azurea.For a sheet of dark blue,in the 
earliest spring,this is best of all.Good foliage in summer. 

P.saccharata.Attractive green foliage,spotted with white.Pink 
flowers in earliest spring. Both these are low plants. 


PYRETHRUM. PLEASE SEE THE JANUARY GOSSIP. 
RANUNCULUS montanus. SEE THE JANUARY GOSSIP. 


RUDBECKIA newmanni. This Black-ecyed Susan makes a good clump 
and stands 30" tall,and flowers profusely in midsummer. The 
orange and black flowers are fine for cutting.Not weedy. 

R.purpurea The King.This is the finest of the Coneflowers.It 
grows 4! high,and flowers in late summer.Its sturdy habit 
makes it ideal for the back of the bordér.Dark purple cone- 
like center,and somewhat lighter purple ray-petals. 


SAXIFRAGA macnabiana.Encrusted Saxifrage.Large silvery rosettes. 


SEDUM sieboldi.The most attractive Stonecrop,or Liveforever. 
Foliage is grey blue,in a compact clump.The new growth in 
spring is really exquisite.Never weedy. 

OTHER SEDUMS. We have about 15 distinct sorts,for Rockeries. 


SPIREA newmanni.Actually,a tiny shrub.Grows to a foot of height, 
and is S.Anthony Waterer in miniature.Fine edging,and may be 
sheared.Foliage colors beautifully in fall. 50¢ each. 


All prices include delivery charges, unless otherwise stated. If you live west of Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Tennessee or Mississippi, please add 5% to cover higher cost of shipping. 
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HARDY PERENNIAL PLANTS. 


STACHYS lanata.Soft plushy gray leaves.Rosy purple fls.in spikes. 


THALICTRUM aquilegifolium.Attractive,3! tall plant,with fluffy 
flowers.Foliage very attractive. 

T.polygamum. May grow quite tall,but usually 3-4!.Fluffy heads 
of white flowers in late summer. 


THYMUS serpyllum albus. White flowered Mossy Thyme.Prostrate. 
T.-Annie Hall. Much like the preceding, but pale pink flowers. 
T.-aureus variegata.Stronger.Foliage mottled with gold. 
T.-coccineus. Brightest red flowered strain. 

T.- citriodorus aureus.Lemon Verbena fragrance.Yellow mottled. 
T.= lanuginosus.Woolly Thyme.Gray,soft foliage.Very prostrate. 
T.montanus.Grows to 6" tall.Will carpet the poorest soil. 


TRADESCANTIA virg.alba. White flowered Spiderwort,or Spider Lily. 
T.-James Stratton. Extra fine dark blue form. 
T.-rosea. Bright rosy pink. 


TROLLIUS. Globe Flowers bloom in May and early Jume,with fine 
glossy foliage,and large round brightly colored flowers,like 
huge Buttercups.Excellent for wet soil, but grow anywhere. 
Our collection includes, - : 


CANARY BIRD GOLDEN GLEAM ORANGE GLOBE 
EMPIRE DAY HIS MAJESTY SALAMANDER 
EXCELSIOR LODDIGESI SHELBURNE BEAUTY. 


VERONICA incana.Soft gray foliage.15" spikes,dark blue flowers. 
V.-rosea.Like the preceding, but rosy pink flowers. 
V.longifolia subsessilis. Fine late summer blooming plant,with 
long spikes of dark blue flowers on 2! stems.Good foliage. 
V.spicata corymbosa stricta.Quite the best low growing Speedwell 
with fine glossy foliage at’ all times,and 12" spikes of dark 
blue flowers,in midsummer. 

V.-orchidea. Similar,with softer blue flowers.Dull. foliage. 

V.-Rosy Pink. Of the same group,with rich pink flowers. 

V.The Dwarf. Extremely small,prostrate sort,covered with blue 
in short terminal spikes,in midsummer. For the Rockery. 


VIOLA cucullata rubra.Strong plant,deep rose flowers,not fragrant. 
V.odorata Dbl.Russian. Very double,fragrant dark blue fls.50¢. 
V.-Gov.Herrick.Large single dark blue Sweet Violet. 
y.-Nettie Burns.This dark blue Sweet Violet makes few runners. 
V.-Single Russian.Strongest in growth.Very fragrant dark blue. 
V.-sulfurea. Soft yellow Sweet Violet. Very uncommon. 

FOR LARGE FLOWERED VIOLAS SEE THE JANUARY GOSSIP. 
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NATIVE ORCHIDS. 


The following Cypripediums,or Lady-Slippers are in our cel- 
lar,or growing in our shade house. 


C.acaule.True Moccasin Flower.Deep rose colored flower.d5¢ each. 

C.acaule album.The White Moccasin Flower is very rare and 
scarce.May be slightly pink. $1.00 each. 

C.candidum.Small White Lady-Slipper,from Michigan.50¢ each. 

C.parviflorum.Smaller Yellow Lady-Slipper. 35¢ each. 

C.pubescens.Larger Yellow Lady-Slipper. 35¢ each. 

C.spectabile. The Showy or Queen Lady-Slipper.Finest of all our 
native Orchids.Plants are growing in our shade house,where 
we have been dividing and increasing them. 50¢ each. 

PLEASE NOTE. The prices named above are per strong bud.A clump 
may have several buds,and each will be counted. 

FEB IHE HESS 
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THE MANAGER'S DESK. 


During the hot summer days,as I press 
each activity so that the work I have set 
out to do will be finished at the proper 
time,I often find myself looking forward 
to the days of late fall,when our activities 
gredually slow down.November and early 
December slip quickly by,and are almost 
enjoyed despite the short dark days.And 
then,all of a sudden,the Holidays are over, 
the cold days of winter stretch ahead, 
and I'd give anything to have them over 
and to be working in the soil.The green- 
houses provide an outlet for some of this 
craving,and as I watch the germinating 
seed I can forsee the flowers it will pro- 
duce,next summer,or perhaps not for two 
years.And it is in that spirit that I 
approach each spring season. 


I trust it is so with all of you.No 
matter how much I try,the spring is the 
one time of year when everyone interested 
in gardening will buy a plant.And also, 
no matter how I try,during that period 
of intense rush,I make mistakes.Yet I 
would not change the muddy wet days of 
April,nor the sunny ones of May for any 
other period of the year,no matter how 
pleasant.It is my life,and I would have 
no part of it different.I trust that you 
will respond to that statement,realizing 
that my success is in the success of your 
gardens,and that I would not knowingly do 
anything that would affect them adversely. 


Yet plants do get mixed up,and shipments 
delayed.Write me promptly,and we'll all 
do our best to make it right.Help us too, 
by observing the few rules we have to make 
such as the additiofial postage required 
beyond a certain distance.Most of our de- 
layed shipments are those that travel to 
the West and South,and we have to pack 
more carefully,as well as paying higher 
postage rates.Please include this 5% in 
your order,it takes time at a busy season 
to write to ask for it,yet we feel we cannot 
make exceptions,but should treat all alike. 


And then that matter of QUANTITY PRICES 


This is our biggest single headache. The 
lower prices we allow for more than one 
plant can only be given when the plants 
are exactly alike so that but one label 
need be written; one package made.For that 
matter,often two different Phlox may be 
some distance apart,and thus require more 
time in assembling the order.PLEASE, don't 
ask us to send you,two of one Viola,and 
one of another,at the three rate.We just 
can't do it. 


Gardenside Nurseries, Inc. 
Shelburne, Vermont 


Unless a price is specifically stated, all these plants are 50c each; 3 for $1.35; 5 for $2.00; 
lO for $3.50, postpaid. Quantity prices are for plants exactly alike. 


